1914]      Sir Edward Goschens "Declaration of War"

a spy in me \ And the Landrath of Gruneburg came and
implored me to leave the neighbourhood because my servant
who is a Russian subject is frowned upon as much as I who
am French by birth. I thought it would be as well to come
to Berlin where I have taken refuge at the Pariserplatz.

News from Silesia was not very good. The Russians are
advancing very quickly in East Prussia and all my neighbours
were busy packing up. They have ruined the landscape, cut
down the trees, and erected barbed-wire fortifications, in fact
made every sort of preparation for defence, and in a short
while it is doubtful whether Kleinitz will be habitable because
they want to submerge everything with the Oder which they
will divert on to our land by the dams and weirs they are
getting ready.

Here the population is en ffre, flags are flying, people are
braying in the street. It is appallingly hot. The newspapers
folk- only of victories even if the enemy is advancing. They
are fairly quiet about the French . . . the Russians and the
English are the object of unparalleled hatred. The British
Ambassador had orders to declare war as soon as Belgian
neutrality had been violated. This is what Sir Edward
Goschen did when he hurried to the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs. The Emperor, immediately informed by telephone,
at once sent for the Ambassador to come to the Palace and
made a frightful scene, speaking very badly of the King and
accusing him of doing something which their mutual Grand-
mother would never have done. . . . Who knows ?

What puts Germany most in the wrong is having violated
Belgian territory and treating that country as if it were con-
quered, without any consideration for her King who they
say has taken refuge at Antwerp. Now we must await a
great battle before Paris. I presume this will take place near
Chalons and that the French won't ever allow the Germans
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